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The facts about the third-term agitation are that it does
not come from any men high in public life, but from plain
people who take no very great part in politics, and who seem
to have been puzzled at my attitude in declining to ran.
The politicians, like the big business men, all cordially agree
with me that I ought not to run again. A few weeks ago
there was an article published that you ought to see if you
have any desire to know where the third-term talk comes
from. It isn't "inspired" from above at all. Yesterday,
for instance, Vorys, Taft's campaign manager in Ohio,
suddenly told me that he had difficulty in Ohio in prevent-
ing the ordinary voters, the men whom he would meet at
the drug stores or in the cars, or in similar places, from
insisting upon my being nominated. Under such circum-
stances I would be exasperated, if I were not amused, at
so much as anybody talking about the supposition that
I was engaged in an effort to have the renomination forced
upon me. As a matter of fact I doubt if Taft himself could
be more anxious than I am that Taft be nominated, and
that any stampede to me be prevented. I wish it on every
account, personal and public, and I am bending every
energy now to prevent the possibility of such a stampede;
because if the convention were stampeded and I were nomi-
nated an exceedingly ugly situation would be created, a
situation very difficult to meet at all and impossible to meet
satisfactorily; whereas if, as I have every reason to believe,
Taft is nominated almost by acclamation, certainly on the
first ballot, everything is as it should be.